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USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY SANAA BY POUCH 

UNCLAS STATE 007235 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
BEIRUT PASS DAMASCUS 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING IS PARTIAL 
EXCERPT FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING 
JANUARY 11, 1974: 

QUOTE: A. CAN YOU GIVE US ANY MORE ON THE SECRETARY'S 
SCHEDULE? IS HE GOING TO RIYADH? 

A. I KNOW OF NO PLANS FOR HIM TO GO TO RIYADH. ON 
BACKGROUND - I ASSUME THEY ARE IN ASWAN NOW. IT WILL BE 
JERUSALEM, ASWAN AGAIN, PROBABLY BACK TO JERUSALEM, AND 
THEN POSSIBLY A COUPLE OF HOURS IN AMMAN, BUT WE DON'T 
KNOW ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE YET. 

WHILE HE STILL HOPES TO GET BACK BY MIDWEEK. NEXT WEEK, HE 
IS THINKING OF BRIEFING THE NATO COUNCIL IN BRUSSELS ON 
THE WAY BACK. IF HE CAN DO IT HE WILL, AS I SAY. BUT 
OTHERWISE, MR. SISCO WOULD DO IT. 

Q. YOU LEFT OUT SYRIA. 

A. WELL, WE DON’T KNOW ABOUT SYRIA. 

Q. DIDN'T A HIGH OFFICIAL ON THE PLANE TODAY INDICATE 
THAT THERE IS A STOP IN SYRIA? 

A. WELL, I READ THE STORIES, BUT MY INFORMATION IS THAT 
THAT IS NOT FIRM. 
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Q. BUT IT IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

A. YES. 

Q. ON THE BRUSSELS STOP, WOULD HE BE DOING ONLY BRIEFING 
THERE, OR WOULD HE BE ALSO THINKING OF MENTIONING THE 
ENERGY PROBLEM AND INTERDEPENDENCE, OR THE EUROPEAN- 
AMERICAN DIALOGUE? 
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A. WELL, I WOULD ASSUME THE PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF THE 
BRUSSELS STOP IS TO BRING THE ALLIES INTO THE PICTURE ON 
THE ARAB-TSRAF.T.T SITUATION. BUT I COULDN’T POSSIBLY 
EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THESE TWO SUBJECTS COULD 
ALSO BE PART OF THE DISCUSSION. I GUESS WE WILL HAVE TO 
PUT ALL OF THIS ON BACKGROUND - WE ARE TALKING ABOUT HIS 
SCHEDULE AND WHAT HE MIGHT BE DOING. END QUOTE. RUSH 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED SANAA. 
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